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Hope in the Face of Addiction 
  Capitol Connections........share your story!
Hello Friends,
 Living in the valley it's hard to imagine a loss of hope. But thousands of Oregonians struggle day to day with only one thing in mind, "Where can I get my next fix." Opioid addiction is a growing problem in Oregon.  HB 2257 that passed out of Health Care Committee this week is one step forward to improve the chances of treatment and recovery for those who've fallen into despair with opioid addiction. In Health Care Committee this week we heard from Governor Brown's policy experts who created the bill. The bill aims to accomplish several things including:
Declaring Substance Use Disorder a chronic illness.
Providing improved access to treatment by prohibiting public payers of health insurance from requiring prior authorization for the first 30 days of treatment.
Adding accreditation process for treatment facilities & providers.
Funding for pilot programs for Pregnant persons, and those in our local jails struggling with the disorder.
Moving those struggling with Substance Use Disorder and addiction toward recovery will require efforts at many levels. To restore hope, communities will need to address the root causes of addiction like unaddressed trauma, fractured families, generational history of addiction, and poverty resulting from lost jobs. We need thriving communities with good job opportunities to support family resilience.  
Unfortunately we are hearing increased legislation aimed at increasing revenue to fund the Governor's ambitious budget through multiple layers of higher fees and taxes. I am concerned about how these taxes will impact working families and you can count on me to stand up for you.
In Business & Labor Committee  we heard testimony on HB 2655 Provides that conditioning employment on refraining from using any substance that is lawful to use in this state is unlawful employment practice. Most employers testifying were very concerned, as I am, that this legislation would place the public health and safety at risk. If passed, individuals using cannabis in our state would no longer need to have a clean drug screen to work, in fact the employer might not be able to require drug screens. Additional testimony noted concern the legislation is unconstitutional as many organizations that receive federal funds are bound by federal laws around drug screening.  
To restore hope for all Oregonians, I need to hear from you...
If you or your family is struggling with mental health, addiction, or economic issues that you feel have not been adequately addressed by state leadership or agencies, please email and share your story with me. We really can work to amend proposed legislation, so it better addresses the needs of families beyond the Portland Metro region.
Together we can be the voice of change.
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