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56 Bills to Combat the Opioid Crisis Take Important Step Forward
In an important step forward in the fight against the opioid crisis in Oregon and across the
country, the Energy and Commerce Committee -- where I serve as Chairman -- advanced 56
bills through our Subcommittee on Health to combat the opioid crisis. The opioid crisis kills more
than 100 Americans every single day, and we are moving forward with concrete solutions to end
this scourge.
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We need to push forward in the fight against the opioid crisis for victims like Amanda Beatrice
Gray (pictured) -- who passed away from overdose in 2018 -- and their families. Click here to
view my remarks during our legislative markup.
During our legislative markup, I called for action for the victims and families of the opioid crisis,
like Amanda Beatrice Gray. Amanda’s parent participated in a roundtable discussion with
advocates from across the country -- including a mother from Grants Pass -- and urged us not to
delay, wait, or drag our feet, but to move forward and act to put an end to the opioid crisis. That
is precisely what we are doing.
All 56 bills must be approved by the full Energy and Commerce Committee before being
considered by the House of Representatives. For more information on our legislative markup,
and the bills we advanced to help stem the tide and save lives, please click here.

House panel advances bills to combat opioid
crisis
Walden: ‘Now is the time to act’
Click here to read more from News Channel 21 in Bend
Local Community Helps Combat Prescription Drug Abuse During National Take Back Day

Thank you to White Salmon Police Department for providing a safe, convenient, and responsible
way for the local community in Hood River and Wasco Counties to help combat the opioid crisis.
Combating the opioid crisis requires an all-hands-on-deck approach, including from everyday
citizens in our communities. The Drug Enforcement Administration’s (DEA) National Prescription
Drug Take Back Day provides a safe, convenient, and responsible way to dispose of excess
prescription drugs, while also providing an opportunity to raise awareness about the potential for
abuse of medications. This Take Back Day, which took place on April 28, I met with the White
Salmon Police Department to discuss their efforts to serve as a Take Back Day collection site for
Hood River and Wasco Counties, and their ongoing work to combat the opioid crisis. At the
Energy and Commerce Committee, we’re working on initiatives to make taking back unused
drugs as easy as returning cans, bottles and ink cartridges. After all, you shouldn’t have to drive
to another state to dispose of old pills.
We've advanced a bill called the Safe Disposal of Unused Medication Act, which will help reduce
the number of unused controlled substances at risk of diversion or misuse by allowing hospice
workers to safely dispose of these medications in a patient’s home. Last year alone, Oregonians
disposed of approximately 22,330 pounds of unused prescription pills as part of the Drug
Enforcement Administration’s National Take Back Day Initiative, and our bill will ensure unused
prescription medications are not diverted from their intended use.

Opioids on top of mind during National
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day
At drop-off locations across Oregon and SW Washington, volunteers collected unused
prescription drugs in biohazard bins in an effort to keep some prescription drugs from falling into
the wrong hands or into a black market…
… At a drug take-back in White Salmon, Congressman Greg Walden met with local law
enforcement to talk about prescription drugs. He called the opioid crisis "tragic."
"We have a lot of work to do at the federal level to change our laws, change out practices, and
interdict the fentanyl that are coming in through distribution centers," said Walden, who
represents Oregon's second district.
Click here for more from KATU News in Portland.

Students from Central Oregon Visit Nation’s Capital

Students and teachers from Three Sisters School in Bend took time after their tour of the Capitol
for a quick photo on the Capitol steps.
It is always a pleasure to welcome Oregonians to Washington, D.C. who make the long trip
across the country to visit our nation’s capital. Recently, I met with students and teachers from
Three Sisters School in Bend, who were in Washington for a class trip to take a tour of the
Capitol and see other iconic sites throughout the city.
If you are planning a visit to Washington, D.C., my office can help you make arrangements for
some of the popular attractions in the nation’s capital. For more information on ways I can help
you plan your visit to Washington, please click here.
Emerging Leaders Honored in Southern Oregon

Students and young professionals were honored in southern Oregon for their outstanding
leadership and efforts to give back to the local community
In Medford, I helped recognize 13 Oregonians as part of the Emerging Leaders program. The
Emerging Leaders program honors students and young professionals who are leaving an imprint
on our community through their professional and philanthropic efforts, while generating support
for a worthy cause.
These Emerging Leaders are much deserved of this recognition, which they accomplished in
part by raising $30,000 to support housing for students enrolled in a vocational training program
called Real Life. Congratulations to this Emerging Leaders class on this tremendous honor!

Lindsey Rice named ‘Leader’s Choice’ in
emerging leaders ceremony
Lindsey Rice was named Leader’s Choice at the 2018 Rogue Valley Youth for Christ Emerging
Leaders ceremony Tuesday in downtown Medford. The para-church organization honored 13

Leaders ceremony Tuesday in downtown Medford. The para-church organization honored 13
community members during a program at The Inn at the Commons…
..U.S. Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore., told the honorees they have elevated the community. He said
it was heartening “to see the emerging leaders in the nonprofit and for-profit world, and those just
launching their education and looking for the next opportunity to serve.
Click here to read more from the Medford Mail Tribune.
Local Nonprofit to Receive Increased Resources to Help Homeless Veterans

Speaking with local veterans and volunteers of Easterseals Oregon in Medford, which is an
organization committed to alleviating homelessness among veterans in southern Oregon.
It is always inspiring meeting with the veterans and volunteers of Easterseals Oregon in
Medford. The people at Easterseals work tirelessly to alleviate homelessness among veterans in
southern Oregon, and help them reintegrate into the community through good-paying jobs.
I am proud to have led a bipartisan effort in Congress recently to provide Easterseals with
increased resources to continue serving those who have served our country. Thank you to
Easterseals for the work that you do in our community, and to the veterans who joined our
meeting for your service to our country.

REP. WALDEN COMMENDS MEDFORD
VETERANS' ADVOCATES
Click here for more from Newswatch 12 in Medford.

Rural Community Set to Benefit from Brownfields Program

Meeting with local leaders in Lake County to discuss their plans to cleanup old industrial sites
and put them back into active use through the federal Brownfields Program
Communities in Oregon have had great success utilizing the Brownfields Program to put old
industrial sites back into active use, and now Lake County wants to bring that success to their
local economy. The federal Brownfields Program provides grants, tools, and guidance to help
states, communities, and other stakeholders in the cleanup and redevelopment of old industrial
properties -- commonly referred to as “Brownfields”.
In Lake County, I met with local leaders to discuss their plans to use the Brownfields Program to
cleanup former mill sites in Lakeview and Paisley and put them back into economic use. As
Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, I helped lead the effort to reauthorize
the Brownfields Program for the first time since the program was created. Nationwide, this
program has created more than 129,000 jobs, and our legislation will help ensure this success
continues.
To read more about the Brownfields Program, please click here.
$10.3 Million in Drought Relief Approved to Help Farmers in Klamath Basin

Announcing $10.3 million in drought relief that was approved for Klamath Basin irrigators
Important news during a challenging water year in the Klamath Basin: $10.3 million in drought
relief for Klamath Basin irrigators has been approved by Office of Management and Budget. I
made this announcement in Klamath Falls shortly after the funding was approved, and was
proud to have secured this relief in the recent government funding measure that was signed into
law.
I applaud the Trump Administration for recognizing the dire nature of the situation for farmers in
the Basin and taking prompt action. This short term help is important, but we still need a long
term solution to provide certainty for farmers, ranchers, tribes, and fish in the Basin. I look
forward to having the Bureau of Reclamation moving quickly to finalize the plans and get the
money to the ground as soon as possible.

$10.3 million in drought relief OK’d
The federal Office of Management and Budget has signed off on about $10.3 million in
emergency drought relief for on-Project irrigators in the Klamath Basin.
U.S. Rep. Greg Walden (R-Ore.) returned to Klamath Falls Thursday afternoon from a visit to
Lakeview to make the announcement to a roomful of irrigators and irrigation representatives at
the Klamath Water Users Association office.
Click here to read more from the Klamath Falls Herald and News
That’s all for this update. Remember, you can always keep in touch with me
via email, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
It is an honor to represent you in the U.S. Congress.
Best regards,
Greg Walden
U.S. Representative
Oregon's Second District
Please feel free to sign up for my E-Newsletter, like me on Facebook, and follow me on Twitter and Instagram if you have
not already done so.
If you would like to contact me with a follow-up question or comment, you can do so by clicking here. Click here if you
would like to Unsubscribe.
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