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President to sign Greg Walden’s Bill to Combat Opioid Crisis into Law
After months of bipartisan work, more than 60 pieces of legislation, and dozens of hearings in the House and
Senate, my comprehensive legislation to combat the opioid crisis will be signed into law in the coming days. The
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act incorporates the feedback I’ve heard from those on the front lines
of the opioid crisis in meeting after meeting across our district.
At more than 10 roundtables in Oregon, I’ve heard from victims, families, medical providers, treatment
advocates, and law enforcement officials about what is working -- and what more needs to be done -- to get our
communities on the path to recovery. That input has been crucial as we’ve worked to craft the largest
Congressional effort to address a single drug crisis in history.
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Hearing from local medical providers, community leaders, and law enforcement officials in Pendleton last week
about what more can be done to combat the opioid crisis.
Over the last week, I held four meetings, from Medford to Bend to Baker City to Pendleton, to talk with medical
providers, community leaders, and law enforcement officials about how we can better work together to combat
the opioid crisis in Oregon. In each meeting, I heard a similar refrain about the need for more effective treatment
options, better preventative measures for our youth, and the ability to stop dangerous synthetic drugs like
fentanyl from flowing into our communities. My legislation will help us make important progress on each of these
fronts, but there is much more to be done.
That’s why I’ve supported bringing additional resources into our communities to help combat this crisis. Recently,
Oregon received $17 million to combat the opioid crisis. That funding includes key resources for community
health centers across our district to help them stem the tide of addiction and save lives. I helped lead the effort in
Congress to boost and extend funding for community health centers in Oregon so they can continue to serve our
communities, and these resources will provide them with additional tools in this fight.

Oregon to receive $17 million in federal funds to fight
opioid crisis

opioid crisis
Oregon Rep. Greg Walden’s bill to help fight the opioid crisis could become law as soon as next week.
The Republican from Hood River swung though Eastern Oregon to talk up the bill and hear from folks on the
front lines of the drug addiction crisis. Friday morning at the Umatilla County Courthouse, Pendleton, he said the
bill would provide about $17 million split between the Oregon Health Plan and local clinics to help treatment,
recovery and prevention efforts and fight fentanyl and other illegal drugs. The Columbia River Community Health
Services in Boardman is one of the clinics and received $295,000.
Click here to read more from the East Oregonian.
Walden Leads Congressional Effort to Bring Greater Transparency to Prescription Drug Costs

Michele Belcher, owner of Grants Pass Pharmacy in Grants Pass, first told me about how “gag clauses” prevent
pharmacists from disclosing important pricing information to patients. I recently helped pass into law legislation
that will ban this troublesome practice by insurance companies.
American consumers should have the right to know how they can save money when they go to pay for their
medicines. Unfortunately, so-called “gag clauses” restrict a pharmacist’s ability to inform a patient that their drug
would be cheaper if they paid out of pocket than if they paid through their insurance. That is unacceptable, and I
recently helped pass into law the Patient Right to Know Drug Prices Act and the Know the Lowest Price Act that
will ban the use of gag clauses and bring patients greater transparency when it comes to their drug costs.
I first heard about the gag clause issue from Michele Belcher, an independent pharmacist from Grants Pass, who
I met with recently to discuss how the new laws will help improve how she communicates with her patients.
Michele told me that as a pharmacist she was precluded -- under certain insurance contracts -- from telling a
patient that their cash price would be cheaper than going through their insurance. Michele told me that she once
even received a cease and desist letter for trying to help the parents of a child with a terminal disease access his
medication.
Gag clauses have no place in an open market and I applaud President Trump for signing these common-sense
bills into law. I will continue to work alongside my colleagues in Congress and people on the ground in Oregon to
increase affordability and patient choice in our health care system.

Walden pushes bill to rid pharmacies of 'gag clauses'
Apparently there was a dirty little secret between the drug companies and the insurance companies about
prescription costs for years.
Pharmacists could not inform customers, other than Medicare D patients, if their drug was cheaper if they paid
out of pocket versus through their insurance, because of so-called "gag clauses."
Pharmacist Michele Belcher, who owns the Grants Pass Pharmacy, brought this to Oregon Rep. Greg Walden's
attention.
Click here to read more from the Grants Pass Daily Courier.

Click here to read more from the Grants Pass Daily Courier.
Walden Hears from Onion Growers About Challenges Facing Oregon’s Ag Industry

Oregon onion growers put food on our tables and play a key role in our eastern Oregon economy. Last week, I
met with the Oregon/Idaho Fruit and Vegetable Association to discuss the issues impacting their industry and
tour the new Snake River Produce facility in Nyssa. I’ve worked closely over the years with this group to make
sure public policy is working for them so they can continue to feed America and the world.
That includes working with local growers to bring common sense to the Food and Drug Administration’s water
quality standard in the Food Safety Modernization Act that ignores the science surrounding onion growing and
unnecessarily drives up costs for growers with no benefit to consumers. I’ve also worked to repeal the
troublesome Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) rule. In meetings across rural Oregon, farmers, ranchers, and property
owners have repeatedly expressed their concerns about the impact of this heavy-handed rule that threatened
jobs and livelihoods across the West.
I also heard their concerns about the need for trade policies that work for them and about imports from Mexico
and Peru that flood our markets. The growers are deeply concerned about foreign growers who don’t adhere to
the same food safety standards, labor standards and regulations that American growers do. We will continue to
work together to help find solutions to the regulatory issues and get better trade agreements with other
countries.

Staying competitive
Onion growers in Oregon, Idaho and Washington are for free trade but they want a “level playing field or fair
trade.”
That was the message given to U.S. Congressman Greg Walden, R-Oregon, during a meeting with Malheur
County, Idaho and Washington onion industry leaders at Snake River Produce in Nyssa Thursday morning.
Click here to read more from the Ontario Argus Observer.
Walden Secures Klamath Drought Relief in Water Package Sent to President’s Desk
Farmers, ranchers, and water users in the Klamath Basin have faced another challenging water year. That’s why
I helped secure needed drought relief for Klamath Basin irrigators in a landmark water package that was sent to
the President’s desk last week.
I included a provision in the America’s Water Infrastructure Act that authorizes $10 million annually for four years
to the Bureau of Reclamation to implement groundwater pumping and other priorities for basin farmers. This will
help our farmers get help for their added costs and losses this water year and will help ensure we are prepared if
our farmers are hit again with similar conditions in the years ahead.

Importantly, the underlying legislation also also included provisions to boost hydropower development in Oregon
and modernize our drinking water infrastructure to ensure we have safe water to drink when we turn on the
faucet. These issues have been priorities for me in Congress, and all these measures will be signed into law
through the America’s Water Infrastructure Act.
To read more about this bill, please click here.

Walden Applauds Senate Passage of Klamath Drought
Relief in Water Package
Representative Greg Walden (R-Hood River) today applauded the Senate passage of a landmark water package
that includes funding he helped secure for drought relief for Klamath Basin irrigators. Walden included a
provision in the Water Resources Development Act that authorizes $10 million annually for four years to the
Bureau of Reclamation to implement needed drought relief measures for the $181 million dollar agriculture
economy in the Klamath Basin. That measure passed the House of Representatives in September with Walden’s
support.
Click here to read more from the Klamath Falls News.
Greg Walden Listens to Oregon Veterans in Malheur County

Malheur County veterans discuss what’s working and what’s not when it comes to veterans benefits and
healthcare.

healthcare.
The Veteran Advocates of ORE-IDA in Malheur County serves as a resource for veterans in the area for housing,
health care, and assistance at the VA. Getting Oregon veterans the care they deserve at the VA continues to be
a top priority of mine in Congress, and I appreciated the opportunity to share an update on these efforts in
Ontario last week.
With my support, Congress has passed into law historic funding for the VA to clean up the backlog of claims and
ensure the VA has the needed resources to give veterans the care and support they deserve. In addition, we’ve
also passed into law the VA Mission Act to bolster the VA, fully fund the VA Choice Program, and give veterans
timelier access to quality care through my legislation -- the VA Medical Scribe Pilot Act.
Thank you to the Veteran Advocates of ORE-IDA for your work to help those who have worn our nation’s
uniform, and thank you most of all to the veterans at last week’s meeting for your service to our country.

In local visit, Walden outlines support for veterans
U.S. Congressman Greg Walden, R-Oregon, said he and other lawmakers are trying to make the Veterans
Administration work for veterans.
Walden was speaking to local veterans and others who packed the Veteran Advocates of Ore-Ida office in
Ontario Thursday morning before Walden made stops in Nyssa, Baker and La Grande.
Click here to read more from the Ontario Argus Observer.
In 2018 alone, I’ve already helped more than 450 Oregon veterans and their families with health care, benefits,
and claims at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). If you or a loved one needs help with the VA or any other
federal agency, you can reach out to my office from Oregon at 800-533-3303. I will do everything I can to get
results for you.
But veterans should not have to come to their Congressman to receive the care they deserve. That’s why I’ll
continue to support efforts in Congress to make sure the VA is working for our veterans, and make sure veterans
have access to the best mental health care, opioid addiction treatment, and suicide prevention programs.
That’s all for this update. Remember, you can always keep in touch with me via email, Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.
It is an honor to represent you in the U.S. Congress.
Best regards,
Greg Walden
U.S. Representative
Oregon's Second District
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