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Womens Suffrage—
Oregon helps to pave the way!

Oregon was one of the few states fo recognize
women's voting rights before the 19th Amend-
ment was passed. In the early 1870s, some
fifty years before Oregon ratified the 19th
Amendment, Oregon women organized them-
selves on the issue of suffrage. Who were
these pioneers?

Abigail Scott Duniway

Women'’s Rights Advocate, Writer,

and Newspaper Editor.

In 1871, Abigail arranged for Susan B Anthony
to visit the Pacific NW. The excitement and
energy which accompanied her visit resulted in
a humber of local and state suffrage organiza-
tions to be founded, including the Oregon
Woman Suffrage Association.
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Lizzie Weeks

Portland, Oregon native, social work-
er and African-American activist.
Commissioner for the National Eman-
cipation Commemorative Society, ,
President of the Colored Women’s

Republican Club.

Oregon Women achieved the right to vote in 1912. In the
Fall of 1914, the first national election after the success of
Women'’s Suffrage in Oregon, Weeks helped organize the
Colored Women'’s Republican Club and was elected Presi-
dent. Focusing on voter registration of other African Ameri-
can women she organized club meetings at the Central Li-
brary in Portland and invited local candidates to present
their positions. She was part of a citywide voter registration
effort and two years later in 1918 was a candidate for Re-

publican precinct committee member.

Lizzie Weeks left a legacy of activism in Portland locally,
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Betty Gram Swing

Suffragist, politician

A native Oregonian, Betty Gram joined the wom-
en’s rights movement in 1917 and participated in
a number of the organization’s landmark events.
As a member of the National Woman’s Party her
involvement in women’s rights became increas-
ingly more militant as this group targeted Presi-
dent Wilson and members of the Democratic Par-
ty. She was subsequently jailed five times for
picketing and went on several hunger strikes to

support the group’s cause.
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