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Oregon News 
 
The imminent impact of redistricting: sharper partisan elbows, less compromise by both sides in the House
Washington Post
In Texas, a proposed Republican reworking of U.S. House districts would reduce the state’s 12 competitive districts to one. In Oregon, the approved Democratic map shored up two competitive seats, making them more solidly blue. In Indiana, Republicans eliminated the state’s only competitive seat by shifting it from a district former president Trump won by two percentage points to one he would have won by 16.
For its part, the National Republican Congressional Committee included both competitive Oregon districts, held by Democrats, on its target list. The new map makes both much safer for Democrats.
Oregon is the only state where redistricting is controlled by Democrats that gained a seat due to population growth. The state’s redistricting chairwoman, Democratic state Rep. Andrea Salinas, announced this week that she may run for the new seat — a deep blue district south of Portland that Biden would have won by double digits.
Rep. Christine Drazan, the Oregon state assembly GOP leader who sat on the legislature’s redistricting committee, pointed to Salinas’s move as evidence of partisan self-interest afoot during redistricting.
“Politicians should not be drawing political boundaries, no matter who they are,” she said in an interview. “We are getting more polarized by nature of these maps. How do we stop being broken if we’re not willing to recognize that the process itself is broken?”
 
Grocery Booze Wars Escalate in Oregon
Willamette Week
The Northwest Grocery Association last week withdrew and then quickly refiled a pair of 2022 ballot measures that would allow Oregon grocery stores to sell hard liquor.
That desire, which would break the near monopoly that state-chartered liquor stores have held since Prohibition, is not new. This effort marks the third time in the past decade that grocers have sought permission to sell liquor.
They failed to make the ballot the past two times, but the Legislature’s willingness to approve $90 million earlier this year for a new liquor warehouse for the Oregon Liquor and Cannabis Commission added urgency to the grocers’ push.
As in the past, the state’s beer and wine distributors oppose privatization of liquor sales, and the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, whose members staff OLCC warehouses, are likely to oppose it also.
Amanda Dalton of the grocers’ association says her group’s intent remains the same. “It’s all about customer choice and convenience,” Dalton says.
 
Oregon has a new plan for cutting climate pollution
OPB
After years of trying and failing to launch a cap and trade program to reduce carbon emissions economy-wide, Oregon has a new plan to cut some of its biggest sources of climate pollution.
Under orders from Gov. Kate Brown, the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality developed a new set of rules that would cap greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels and reduce them over time.
The proposed Climate Protection Program would cut emissions from suppliers of gasoline, diesel, propane, kerosene and natural gas 80% by 2050. By capping emissions from fuels, it targets the state’s largest source of carbon dioxide emissions; cars, trucks and other forms of transportation made up 36% of emissions in 2019.
Under the new rules, companies distributing more than a set amount of fossil fuels would have to reduce their emissions to meet a declining cap. To meet the target, they would be allowed to bank and trade emission credits that could come from switching to renewable fuels or electricity.
They would also be able to pay for emission reductions in communities that are most vulnerable to climate change through an investment fund that could help cover the cost of switching to an electric vehicle or reducing home energy use.
 
It took 19 months, but you can finally reach the Oregon Employment Department by phone
The Oregonian
Got a question about your jobless benefits? Try calling the employment department.
That was one of the least productive things you could do for the first several months of the pandemic, when the Oregon Employment Department was essentially inaccessible by phone.
New state data, though, shows that calls are finally getting answered.
“We’re not satisfied because we’re not providing the level of service that we want, but we have made very significant improvements,” said David Gerstenfeld, the employment department’s acting director, in a media call last month.
The employment department says it’s now answering more than 90% of calls within 15 minutes. Nearly 80% of calls are answered within five minutes. That’s within spitting distance of the state’s goal of answering 90% that quickly.
 
Thousands of Oregon Healthcare Workers Strike Amid Hospital Staffing Shortage
Newsweek
Thousands of healthcare workers in Oregon have voted to authorize a strike as hospitals scramble to find enough professionals to treat patients amid staffing shortages and coronavirus surges.
In what could be one of the biggest industry strikes in the state's history, nearly 3,400 Kaiser Permanente nurses and healthcare employees voted on October 4 to walk off the job citing the company's current wage proposals, according to the Oregon Federation of Nurses and Health Professionals (OFNHP), the union representing the workers.
"Kaiser claims that we are paid above market rate, but this is absolutely false," OFNHP president and registered nurse at Kaiser Sunnyside, Jodi Barschow, said in a Monday statement. "Kaiser's proposals are an attack on patient care and the frontline healthcare workers who provide it, and all the while they are spreading untruths about how much we make and how they have handled negotiations."
 
OREGON NEWS: Oregon nursing group, resigned to mandate, wants ‘bold’ action to address staffing shortages
Malheur Enterprise
With the Covid-19 vaccine mandate looming, the Oregon Nurses Association stepped into the fray on Thursday, calling on the state to take “bold” action to give relief to nurses strained by exhausting shifts relief and to train a new corps.
In a news conference, association officials called on hospitals to allow nurses to take true work breaks, switch away from relying on temporary traveling nurses and step up investment in a wellness program to help nurses face mental health issues.
They also called for an increase in faculty salaries at Oregon colleges and universities to expand training for students, with loan forgiveness programs that would attract nurses to underserved areas.
“Nurses are calling for stakeholders, frontline workers and hospital executives to step up and reimagine how and why we provide health care,” said Lynda Pond, a registered nurse and president of the association’s board.
 
Oregon COVID-19 crisis puts Dr. Dean Sidelinger’s formidable skills to the test
The Oregonian (Oregon Capital Chronicle)
At 50, there’s a lot that Dr. Dean Sidelinger could brag about.
He earned a doctor of medicine degree from a highly ranked university and added a master’s in education. As a pediatrician, he trained younger physicians and helped shape medical curricula.
Then he went into public health.
For nearly 15 years as a health leader, he’s confronted multiple outbreaks. He guided San Diego County through the deadly swine flu outbreak in 2009 and now plays a key role in Oregon’s fight against COVID-19 as the state health officer and epidemiologist.
Sidelinger would prefer to remain in the background. But his job often calls for him to be on center stage, tirelessly repeating the same public health messages about the need to get vaccinated and wear masks.
Since the pandemic hit in early 2020, he’s worked 10 hours a day, if not longer, at least six days a week remotely or out of his office in Northeast Portland.
When he stepped into the job in September 2019, he didn’t expect to spend nearly two years grappling with the worst health crisis in modern times. He thought he’d be implementing Oregon’s five-year public health improvement plan.
He was keen to work on that challenging task, drawing on his experience as a public health leader in California’s San Diego County, home to about 3.5 million people. There, he dealt with issues from tobacco use and maternal health to obesity. He had experience with community health and curtailing health inequities by improving access for everyone, regardless of their ethnicity or race.
After his residency, Sidelinger moved to San Diego for a fellowship in community pediatrics at the University of California. He saw patients in a clinic and worked in urgent care. When the fellowship ended after three years, he remained as a faculty member.
At the university, he earned a master’s degree in education.
Sidelinger left the university to become the deputy public health officer in the county’s Health and Human Services Department where he worked on the county’s health plan and grappled with outbreaks. San Diego was ground zero for the H1N1 or swine flu pandemic, with the first U.S. case diagnosed there in 2009. About 60 people in San Diego died.
The county created a job for Sidelinger as chief of children’s health.
He tackled improving access to depression treatment for mothers and preventive dental and health treatment for children. He also faced successive whooping cough outbreaks. They were more severe than anywhere else in California.
Sidelinger sometimes gets angry at the vaccine skepticism that keeps people in Oregon from protecting themselves against the virus.
“It can be frustrating, but we have to figure out how to combat the misinformation that led to that decision,” Sidelinger said. “Are they not vaccinated because they don’t trust the system? And if so, who in their community do they trust?”
He added: “Gone are the days where we can put out a sign on the sidewalk and say COVID vaccines and people will line up,” Sidelinger said.
 
OHSU coronavirus forecast shows COVID cases trending down in Oregon
KATU
After hitting an all-time high peak in early September, COVID-19 cases in Oregon have leveled off to the peak of last Winter.
Health officials expect the numbers of cases, hospitalizations and deaths to continue to decrease as we head into fall.
On September 1, there were about 1,100 Oregonians in the hospital with COVID.
By New Year's Day 2022, the Oregon Health and Science University (OHSU) forecast is expecting that number to be around 200.
 
Oregon legislator sells house, moves to Nevada with 15 months left in his term: Can he do that?
The Oregonian (KeizerTimes)
Oregon Rep. Bill Post has sold his house in Keizer and moved to Nevada with over 15 months remaining in his term in office. Post, a Republican who represents District 25, will continue to serve for the remainder of this year but is considering resigning from office for the last year of his term.
Post made the announcement to his 20,000 followers on Facebook on Sept. 27, writing that he and his wife Colleen had moved to Nevada the weekend prior.
Post announced in September that he would not be seeking re-election in 2022, but some Facebook commenters questioned what Post’s move meant for his current term, which isn’t set to officially expire until January 2023.
According to Post, who has represented District 25 since 2014, Oregon legislators must live in the district they represent for a minimum of 183 days a year, which Post has already achieved for 2021.
“Right now I’m going to continue and I’ll be returning at least once a month,” Post said in an interview with the Keizertimes. “I’ll make a decision between now and the first of January about what I plan on doing for next year.”
If Post does elect to resign before the end of his term, district Republicans would be tasked with nominating between three to five Republican candidates to fill his role.
The board of commissioners in both Yamhill and Marion counties, both partially represented by state District 25, would then interview the candidates and vote to appoint Post’s replacement. A replacement would need to be selected within 30 days of the vacancy.
The finalized redistricting maps put Keizer, where Post has lived off and on since 1976, in a district that’s predicted to be less conservative than in the past.
Keizer will move from District 25, which also covered St. Paul and Newberg, to District 21, which will now cover Keizer and part of Salem. Post has said that his decisions to not seek re-election and to move to Nevada were made a while ago and were not because of the redistricting.
 
Columbus Day over in Oregon as state celebrates first Indigenous Peoples' Day Oct. 11
KGW
On your desk calendar, it might list the second Monday in October as Columbus Day. But this year, Oregon lawmakers voted to make Oregon the 11th state to officially change the holiday going forward to Indigenous Peoples' Day. While the state recognizes it, the day has never been an official holiday with days off, although federally it does mean there's no mail service on this day.
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