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Oregon News
 
Oregon Property Managers Tell State Lawmakers: Pay the Rent
Willamette Week
“I’m going to go to the mattress,” she says. “I’m going to do everything I can for this resident, but it does infuriate me that whoever put this system in place and the powers that be don’t seem to be interested in helping me do their job.”
Her key demand—that the state do its job—reflects what landlords across Oregon have been demanding: on-time payment of rent.
In May, the state agency Oregon Housing & Community Services set up software called Allita 360 so tenants who couldn’t pay rent could apply for federal relief. That money was supposed to be mailed to landlords within 60 days of tenants applying.
Instead, Zamarippa has found a slew of technical problems that impede her ability to access the money using Allita.
She doesn’t know why a tenant who applied in May and has been approved for payment since August still hasn’t gotten any money. She’s had to chase down applications for tenants who provided the wrong contact emails. And she can’t figure out why the software keeps auto-filling incorrect information onto Capital Property Management’s forms.
OHCS estimates 11,200 renters have applied for relief checks and have not received any funds for more than 60 days.
Oregon House Speaker Tina Kotek (D-Portland) has solution for the snafu: call a special session of the Legislature to further extend the safe harbor that banned evictions of tenants who had applied for rental assistance.
But that’s one extension too many for landlords.
Property owners like those who employ Zamarippa want their money. They want the state to fix the technical problems and speed up rent payments. And after 20 months without payments, some landlords are finished waiting for a check that may or may not be in the mail.
One of Kotek’s rivals in the Democratic primary, Oregon State Treasurer Tobias Read, blasted the Legislature last month for bureaucratic failures (even though he supports extending the moratorium). “Thousands of Oregonians are in danger of eviction because the Legislature and governor haven’t been able to ensure that their rent relief payments are processed quickly,” says Read. “The money is there.”
Sen. Johnson, who’s running as an independent for governor, has long been a stalwart ally of landlords as Kotek has pushed renter protection. “The state doesn’t need a special session,” Johnson says. “Ninety politicians in Salem aren’t going to solve the problem. The governor needs to get the money out the door and into the hands of the people who need it.”
And Republican House Minority Leader Christine Drazan, who’s eyeing a run, openly opposes a special session.
“Our state has the funds to help Oregonians,” says Drazan in a statement. “We need the agency to do its job of getting this money out the door. We don’t need a special session.”
 
Judge sifting facts in challenge to Oregon congressional redistricting map finds few points in Republicans’ favor
The Oregonian $$$
On the crucial question of whether Democrats drew the final congressional districts with the intent benefit their party, Breithaupt found Republicans’ lone expert witness, political science professor Thomas Brunell from the University of Texas at Dallas, to be unprepared and less credible than witnesses called by Democrats.
Experts called by the state and national Democrats emphasized that Oregon’s small number of congressional districts makes it difficult to prove political gerrymandering using statistical analyses and that in single-member district systems the party that wins the most votes statewide tends to receive a “winner’s bonus” in the form of more seats. For that reason, the professors said the apparent mismatch between the 56% share of the votes Oregonians cast for Democrat Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential election and the potential 83% of the state’s congressional seats Democrats could pick up under the new plan do not mean Democrats pulled off a political gerrymander.
Lawyers for the Republicans deposed Melissa Unger, executive director of public employee union SEIU 503. Unger acknowledged she strategized with House Speaker Tina Kotek of Portland and Rep. Andrea Salinas of Lake Oswego, who led House Democrats’ redistricting work. Unger, who told lawyers she only lobbied Democrats during redistricting, said Democrats told her that they had received data from outside groups that showed how congressional district proposals might impact future election results.
But Unger said she did not know which groups supplied the non-public data that the top Democrats considered. And she noted all lawmakers were receiving information from outside groups modeling potential impacts of various congressional and legislative redistricting proposals.
“When you ask which groups was that data from, I do not know,” Unger said, according to a draft transcript of her deposition. “We were constantly talking about data.”
In a 2001 redistricting case, Oregon’s Supreme Court set a high bar for proving a map was drawn unfairly. The court pointed out that lawmakers or the secretary of state only must “consider” eight district-drawing criteria including existing geographic or political boundaries, transportation links and the admonition that no district shall be drawn to favor an incumbent or political party.
To make their case that the new congressional map was improperly gerrymandered, Republicans needed to find strong evidence Democrats drew districts for partisan political gain or to benefit an incumbent or other person, because Democrats’ map clearly meets other criteria such as having equal population in each district and using existing political and geographical boundaries.
Republicans contend Democrats’ redrawn version of the 5th District, now held by U.S. Rep. Kurt Schrader, a Canby Democrat, which extends from a small swath of outer southeast Portland all the way to Bend is effectively not connected by transportation links. They say that’s because where the district crosses the Cascade Mountains it “can be impassable during winter conditions.” But a state highway maintenance and operations engineer testified that winter storms result at most in temporary closures.
Republicans sought to depose Senate President Peter Courtney, D-Salem, Senate Majority Leader Rob Wagner, D-Lake Oswego, Salinas, Kotek and two Democrats who served on the House redistricting committees. However, they cannot force Democratic lawmakers to answer questions about their motivation in drawing lines, because the “debate clause” in Oregon’s constitution protects legislators from being compelled to testify in court about their actions in the Legislature. Lawyers for the state argued Deputy House Republican Leader Daniel Bonham of The Dalles also should not be allowed to describe to the court his conversations with the Democrats, because that would force the Democrats to choose between allowing Bonham’s statements to go unquestioned and waiving their legislative “privilege” to remain silent.
The retired judge cited Katz’ testimony that the winner’s bonus is usually 2 to 3 percentage points in seats for a party with more votes. The spread between Oregon voters’ share of votes for Biden and Democrats’ likely share of seats under the new map in Congress is 27 percentage points, a difference Breithaupt addressed by citing Brunell as saying the winner’s bonus is even larger in states with fewer than seven congressional seats.
Breithaupt quote Gronke as saying, “[O]verall, the results show that [the enacted map] provides what is at most a half-a-seat Democratic advantage over a completely neutral plan,” which likely could not “feasibly be drawn,” given other factors such as “Democratic strength in the state, the geographic concentration of many of the Democratic voters in the Portland metro region and the Willamette Valley, and the geographic concentration of many Republican voters in central and eastern Oregon.”
 
Washington County first in Oregon to ban sale of flavored tobacco products
OPB
Washington County leaders have passed Oregon’s first ban on flavored tobacco products.
The Board of County Commissioners voted 3 to 2 Tuesday to prohibit retail sales of any flavored tobacco products, including menthol cigarettes and vape pens.
Ordinance 878 was created based on findings that indicate tobacco use by young people continues to be a significant health risk.
“The Board heard compelling evidence that restricting access of flavored products results in fewer young people using addictive tobacco and nicotine substances as well as higher quit rates,” Chair Kathryn Harrington said in a statement after the vote.
The board’s action serves to prohibit the sale of any tobacco or synthetic nicotine product to anyone under 21; prohibit sales of any flavored tobacco or synthetic nicotine product in any retail establishment; and prohibit coupons, discounts and price promotions for any tobacco products.
At Tuesday’s board meeting, most public comment was against the ban. Commissioner Jerry Willey, who voted against the ban, worried about the financial impact to locally owned stores.
The county is “making the retail suppliers and outlets pay the price because they’re the ones who are going to feel the pinch,” he said.
Under Ordinance 878, violations are subject to a Class A civil infraction issued by a county code enforcement officer. This could mean a fine of up to $2,000 for individuals or $4,000 for corporations. The ordinance will apply countywide, including inside city boundaries.
 
Another Oregon county signals support to join ‘Greater Idaho’
OPB
More residents of Eastern Oregon have voted to overwhelmingly approve a non-binding measure to join the “Greater Idaho” movement.
As of Wednesday morning, 63 percent of votes submitted in Harney County supported Measure 13-18, the only county-wide vote there for Election 2021. Harney County is one of Oregon’s least populated. At time of publish, 2,484 total votes had been tallied by elections officials in the county for the measure.
The “Greater Idaho” movement seeks to add several Oregon counties to the state of Idaho, by shifting the border westward. In full, the proposed map of “Greater Idaho” would absorb about three-quarters of Oregon’s land as well as a portion of Northern California. Supporters of the campaign in Oregon say Idaho’s more conservative politics and values are more in line with their own.
The plan is unlikely, as both state legislatures and the U.S. Congress would need to sign off on changing the state line.
 
Oregon reports 1,123 new coronavirus cases on Tuesday, 29 more COVID deaths
KATU
Health officials reported 1,123 new coronavirus cases on Tuesday, as well as 29 more COVID-19 deaths in the state.
The Oregon Health Authority has identified 368,694 confirmed and presumptive cases since the pandemic began. Oregon’s COVID-19 death toll sits at 4,405.
There are 537 COVID patients hospitalized across the state, which is down three from Monday.
Of those patients, 116 patients are in the intensive care unit. There are 39 beds available across the state, which represents a roughly 6% availability.
 
Less than 60% of Oregon's African American, Latino populations fully vaccinated
KGW
The Oregon Health Authority is concerned over low COVID-19 vaccination rates among the state's minority communities. 
In Oregon, fewer than 60% of African Americans and Latinos are fully vaccinated, whereas about 67% of the white population is fully vaccinated. 
Over the summer, state health officials were worried about the number of African Americans being admitted into hospitals, urging them to get vaccinated to end the trend.
Dr. Emilio DeBess said culturally specific outreach is the key to vaccination success in different communities.
"I get on a radio show and I talk to this radio group in Spanish about vaccines, and I do it four times a week and we go through a number of questions," DeBess said. "It' just trying to inform people."
Dr. DeBess said it's also important to bring the vaccine to these different communities to increase accessibility.
 
Oregon: 6% of ICU beds available across the state
KOIN
ICU and non-ICU bed availability falls to 6%, a decrease of 3% from the previous day, Oregon Health Authority said Tuesday.
Oregon reported 1,123 new confirmed/presumptive COVID cases, bringing the total to 368,694.
537 patients are hospitalized, which is three less than yesterday, while 116 patients are in ICU an increase of two.
According to OHA, the state has administered an additional 15,540 vaccine doses Monday. 974 were initial doses, 640 were second doses and 6,682 were third doses and booster doses. The remaining 7,190 doses were administered before, but were not entered into the vaccine registry until November 1.
The seven-day running average is now 16,664 doses per day.
 
Didn't Oregon ditch time change? Why you will still need to set clocks back an hour Sunday
KPIC
The sun will set at 5:55 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 6.
A day later, sunset will be 4:54 p.m. and continue growing earlier through December as winter approaches.
The hour change is a familiar one: We "fall back" from daylight saving time to Pacific standard time, just as a "spring forward" in March.
But it's also a familiar change Oregonians may be excused for thinking they'd putting behind them for good with the passage of a bill in 2019 to "lock the clock" on daylight saving time all year round.
Here's what's going on.
Since 1918, most of the United States has made the twice annual switch from standard time to daylight saving time.
State lawmakers passed a bill in June 2019 to keep Oregon on daylight saving time all year.
The governor signed it into law a week later.
But you'll still need to set your clock back an hour this Sunday at 2 a.m.
And odds are good that, even after we spring forward again March 13, 2022 - and fall back once more on Nov. 6, 2022.
Even though Senate Bill 320 - which would keep most of Oregon on daylight saving time year-round - took effect January 1, 2020, that key provision - locking the clock on daily saving time - has yet to be triggered.
But Oregon lawmakers said the change would only take effect the first November after both Washington and California adopt year-round daylight saving time.
Washington lawmakers passed legislation to do so, and California voters cast ballots directing lawmakers there to do the same. But the law hasn't been a priority for California lawmakers since it stalled last year in the state senate.
All three states also face one final hurdle: Congress needs to sign off on the deal.
So stay tuned: Oregon lawmakers built a 2029 deadline into the law, so there's still time to change to year-round daylight saving time.
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