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Finally, Congress Gives Us More Tools to Manage Forests, a Better Way to Pay for Fires, and Help for
Our Rural Schools and Counties
When the dust settled in Washington, Oregon had achieved some big victories. Not only did we work together
to solve the “fire borrowing” problem, but also we got the biggest improvements in how we manage our forests
in more than a decade. You can read more about it below. I used every bit of leverage I have as Chairman of
the Energy and Commerce Committee to get help for our rural, timbered communities. We also got bipartisan
help to address mental health and opioid addiction issues in our communities. And we beefed up our military,
provided help for our veterans, and gave our active duty men and women the biggest pay raise they’ve had in
eight years. Then, like most every week, I came home to meet with people to discuss priorities going forward.
32 Meetings in Seven Counties Across Oregon’s 2nd District
From farmers and ranchers in La Grande and small business owners in Baker City, to county leaders in
Medford and veterans in Bend, I spent most of the last two weeks meeting with Oregonians across seven
counties and nearly a thousand miles working to solve problems and grow the economy in our communities.
While traveling across our vast district requires a lot of windshield time, these meetings help me update my
“to-do” list to take back to the nation’s capital.
Whether we were discussing how to better combat the opioid crisis in Oregon, improve the care our veterans
are receiving at the VA, or ensure small businesses thrive in our state, these were very productive meetings
that aid in my work in getting real results.
Please continue reading to learn more about the issues I’m working on across our district.
Discussing the Opioid Crisis, Secure Rural Schools Funding, and touring the OSU Hermiston
Experiment Station Expansion in Umatilla County
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Umatilla County Sheriff Terry Rowan and his team discuss the challenges they have dealing with the opioid
crisis.
The opioid crisis has impacted communities across our state and country. In Umatilla County, I met with the
Sheriff’s Department to discuss their efforts to combat opioid abuse, including providing the anti-overdose drug
Naloxone to their deputies in order to save lives. Sheriff Rowan and his team are well trained and equipped to
help fight this scourge in Umatilla County.
Combating the opioid crisis in Oregon is one of my top priorities in Congress, and these meetings are crucial
to ensure federal policy and financial assistance is making a difference as we work together to save lives.
During the meeting, we discussed the dangers of illicit synthetic opioids like fentanyl, and the importance of
getting these drugs off of our streets.

This is what lethal doses of heroin, fentanyl, and carfentanil look like. (Courtesy of the Umatilla County
Sheriff’s Office)
Fentanyl is so deadly that a piece the size of a grain of salt can kill you, and led to a reported 49 deaths in
Oregon over the course of two years. At the Energy and Commerce Committee -- where I serve as Chairman - we are examining legislation to combat the full scope of the opioid crisis, including ridding our streets of
dangerous substances like fentanyl. We are well on track to have a legislative package on the floor of the
House of Representatives later this spring. We have our next major hearing on April 11th. You can learn more
about our bipartisan work here: https://walden.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/greg-walden-reviewsprevention-and-public-health-solutions-combat-opioid

Walden talks opioids with county law enforcement
Rep. Greg Walden stared at a photo projected onto a large screen and shook his head slowly. The slide
showed three vials, labeled with names of different opioid drugs. Each vial contained a dose lethal to humans.
The bottom of the heroin vial was covered with a white powder. Another vial, containing the powerful synthetic
opioid called fentanyl, contained what appeared to be a pinch of the drug. The vial of carfentanil, a even-morepotent chemical cousin of fentanyl, held what looked like a grain of sand.
Click here to read more about my meeting from the East Oregonian
President Trump/Congress Approved Full Funding for Secure Rural Schools

President Trump/Congress Approved Full Funding for Secure Rural Schools

County Commissioners from eastern Oregon gathered to celebrate full funding of Payments in Lieu of Taxes
and Secure Rural Schools, which I fought for in Congress.
In Pendleton, I met with county commissioners from across eastern Oregon to discuss the importance of two
years of Secure Rural Schools funding approved in the government funding measure signed into law by
President Trump. As Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, I found a way to pay for the
extension of these vital funds for our rural counties to pay for schools and essential public services, including
roads.
The 2017 breakdown for estimated Secure Rural Schools funding to Oregon counties is:
County

SRS FY 17 Payment

Baker

$828,817

Crook

$1,324,877

Deschutes

$950,432

Grant

$3,111,877

Harney

$1,304,233

Hood River

$537,218

Jackson

$3,084,019.95

Josephine

$2,830,096.35

Jefferson

$1,105,184.00

Klamath

$6,091,530.40

Lake

$1,829,828

Morrow

$110,878

Union

$692,504

Wallowa

$762,099

Wasco

$674,635

Wheeler

$382,718

Walden touts benefits for rural Oregon from omnibus
spending bill
Eastern Oregon schools, roads and law enforcement are due almost $8 million from the reauthorization of the
federal Secure Rural Schools program U.S. Rep. Greg Walden, Oregon’s lone Republican in Congress, chairs
the House Energy and Commerce Committee, where he authorized selling eight million barrels from the
nation’s strategic petroleum reserve to fund Secure Rural Schools for $426 million.
Click here to read more from the East Oregonian.

Phil Hamm (right) and BMCC President Cam Preus (center) led a tour of Oregon State University’s
Experiment Station expansion in Hermiston
Oregon State University’s Experiment Station in Hermiston has greatly expanded their work making them one
of the leading ag research facilities in the state. With my support and the incredible resources provided by
local stakeholders, the Experiment Station has grown significantly to continue leading the way in ag research,
which will have a positive impact in this region and across Oregon. I supported efforts in Congress to
successfully fund this very important agricultural research.

Walden tours agriculture research center in Hermiston
After the 2018 federal spending bill secured more than $3 billion in funding for agricultural research, Rep.
Greg Walden got to see some of that work firsthand Wednesday at the Hermiston Agricultural Research and
Extension Center. Walden got a tour of the center as part of a trip through Umatilla County. Director Phil
Hamm, as enthusiastic as ever in his promotion of the experiment station, showed off insect-raising rooms,
soil testing labs, greenhouses, bee research and more.
Click here to read more about my tour from the Hermiston Herald
Union County -- Discussing Upcoming Farm Bill, Trade, Challenges Facing Agriculture Community in
La Grande

Meeting with local agriculture community in Union County
In La Grande, I met with the local farmers and ranchers to discuss federal issues impacting producers and
growers in Union County. We had an important discussion on the upcoming farm bill, international trade, the
challenges faced by livestock producers from wolves, and much more.
As negotiations on the farm bill begin, these meetings are invaluable to make sure Oregon’s interests are
represented in this legislation. I’ve also shared with the Trump Administration my concerns over certain trade
policies that are being put into place and the impact on our state’s ag industry. We need to work on good trade
agreements for our nation, stop those who cheat and work to expand our markets overseas.
Click here to learn more about my meeting from the La Grande Observer
Baker County -- Local Brewery Set to Benefit from Tax Reform

Tyler Brown discusses the importance of the tax relief to Barley Brown’s in Baker City
In Baker City, I stopped by Barley Brown’s Taphouse to discuss how this local business will benefit from tax
reform. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act legislation that was signed into law in December slashed the federal excise
tax on the craft brewing and winemaking industries, which have thrived in Oregon.
I worked hard to include this provision in our tax reform package so small businesses like Barley Brown’s can
keep more of their hard-earned money to reinvest in their operation and our communities.

Focusing on beer
Congressman Greg Walden paid a visit to Barley Brown’s Taphouse to tour the Baker City microbrewery and
talk taxes with its owners Thursday. “Pallet Jack is our flagship beer,” said Tyler Brown to Walden as the clang
of kegs being moved around and strong smells of yeast and barley wafted through the building. Pallet Jack is
an India pale ale (IPA) beer that head brewer Eli Dickison said they were “kegging up.”
Click here to read more from the Baker City Herald.
Jackson County -- Focusing on Jobs, Honoring Oregon’s Veterans, and Funding Essential County
Services

I worked hard alongside the Timber Products team in Medford to fight against Chinese dumping of hardwood
into the U.S. markets. We won, and mills in southern Oregon are hiring hundreds of new workers.
In Medford, I toured the Timber Products hardwood plywood mill and learned about how this local business is
benefiting from recent action to combat illegal trade practices of the Chinese. After learning that the Chinese
had unfairly dumped hardwood plywood in to U.S. markets, I worked hard alongside the Timber Products team
to address this problem, including testifying before the International Trade Commission (ITC).
With the ITC’s approval of penalties on Chinese hardwood plywood manufacturers, we are protecting family
wage jobs and supporting American businesses like Timber Products. Since the ITC’s announcement, Timber
Products has added shift hours at their Medford mill and is hiring dozens of new workers.

Tariff Creates Jobs in Local Wood Industry
Today Representative Greg Walden announced a new tariff on China that will make it easier for hardwood
plywood to be domestically sourced. The tariff is allowing the Timber Products plant to expand for the first time
in more than a decade. The tariff was approved by the International Trade Commission on Chinese hardwood
imports upwards of 186 percent. Walden says China had 54 percent of the U.S. wood market, and this tariff
will make it a level playing field.
Click here to learn more from southern Oregon’s Newswatch 12
Community Holds Local Ceremony to Honor Oregon’s POWs and MIAs

It was an honor to participate in the POW/MIA flag raising ceremony at Singler Plaza in Medford. This flag is a
constant reminder to our community that we must never forget the sacrifices of those who’ve served our
country and those who have yet to return home.
On March 30th, I participated in the POW/MIA flag raising ceremony at Singler Plaza in Medford. More than
57,000 Oregon veterans joined in a petition to raise this flag in honor of their comrades -- those who were
captured as prisoners of war and those who went missing in action, their status never accounted for by their
loved ones.
The POW/MIA flag represents a commitment of a grateful nation to never forget those who were held captive
by the enemy and those who went missing in action defending our freedoms. Thank you to everyone that
made this special day possible, and to the former prisoners of war and all veterans present at the ceremony
for your service to our country.

POW/MIA flag honors local veterans
An honor guard from the Medford Police Department raised American, POW/MIA and state flags during a
Friday ceremony to pay homage to local veterans who were prisoners of war, as well as those from across the
nation who are still missing in action. After receiving a request from veterans, the Jackson County Board of
Commissioners agreed to have three poles installed to accommodate the flags at the August D. Singler
Memorial Plaza between Jackson County Circuit Court and the Jackson County Jail in Medford. The plaza

Memorial Plaza between Jackson County Circuit Court and the Jackson County Jail in Medford. The plaza
previously had one flagpole that was barely tall enough to fly an American flag at half-mast.
Click here to read more from the Medford Mail Tribune
Southern Oregon Counties Receive Secure Rural Schools Funding

County commissioners and law enforcement officials discuss Secure Rural Schools funding for southern
Oregon counties
Southern Oregon has been hit particularly hard by the timber industry’s decline over the years. We’ve seen
mills close, jobs disappear, and timber receipts dry up, while our schools, law enforcement, roads, and other
local resources suffer from a lack of resources to support them.
That is why two years of Secure Rural School funding is so vital for southern Oregon counties. I held a press
conference with local county leaders and law enforcement officials to discuss the importance of this program
for essential services in our communities. Much like eastern Oregon, southern Oregon is set to benefit from
significant funds from the Secure Rural Schools program.

Walden secures two years of funds for Secure Rural
Schools program
It was a day of celebration for Congressman Greg Walden and rural Oregon counties. In a continuing effort to
support rural communities, Walden announced at a press conference on Saturday at the Jackson County
Sheriff’s Office, he had secured two full years of Secure Rural Schools funding. “Secure Rural Schools is
really important not only for law enforcement and schools but also for county roads and other basic services,”
said Walden.
Click here to read more from KOBI-5 in Medford
Josephine County -- Local Community Health Centers Receive Full Funding for Two Years

Meeting with Siskiyou Community Health Center in Grants Pass. I worked hard to successfully provide two
years of full funding for community health centers.
In Josephine County, I met with the hardworking people at Siskiyou Community Health Center to tour their
health center and learn more about their efforts to provide care for underserved communities in southern
Oregon. Community health centers serve over 240,000 Oregonians across 63 delivery sites in our district, and
often serve as the primary health care location for rural areas.
I introduced legislation that was signed into law in February that provides two years of full funding for
community health centers, so that they have the resources they need to continue caring for Oregonians. The
Siskiyou Community Health Center is a sterling example of how community health centers serve our
communities, and I appreciated them taking the time to meet with me.
Deschutes County -- Local Veterans Group Gathers in Bend

I am proud to join the Bend Band of Brothers on occasion for their meetings at Jake’s Diner
In Bend, I met with the local Band of Brothers chapter at Jake’s Diner to discuss my efforts to improve the care

In Bend, I met with the local Band of Brothers chapter at Jake’s Diner to discuss my efforts to improve the care
Oregon veterans receive at the VA. This continues to be a top priority of mine in Congress, and I’m pleased
that the recent government funding measure included resources to ensure our active duty military and
veterans are getting the support they deserve.
This funding measure included the biggest year-to-year increase in defense funding in 15 years, and it fully
funds the largest pay raise our troops have seen in eight years.
Thank you to all of the veterans present at Jake’s Diner for your service to our country, and for inviting me to
your meeting.

Rep. Walden Meets with Local Veteran Group
Click here to watch additional coverage from News Channel 21 in Bend
Jefferson County -- Attacking the Opioid Crisis in Central Oregon

Thank you to Jefferson County Sheriff Adkins and your team for your work on the ground combating the opioid
crisis in central Oregon
In Madras, I held a roundtable discussion with Jefferson County Sheriff Adkins to discuss efforts underway to
combat the drug crisis in central Oregon. Like communities across our state and country, people in central
Oregon are impacted every day by drug overdoses, although here in Madras the problem they are facing has
more to do with meth and alcohol.
To boost our response to the opioid crisis, the government funding measure recently signed into law provides
$6 billion, the largest investment to date, to help address prevention, treatment, and enforcement issues.
Addressing the opioid crisis is my number-one goal as Chairman of the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, and these resources will help in this fight. To learn more about our efforts in Congress to stem the

Committee, and these resources will help in this fight. To learn more about our efforts in Congress to stem the
tide of opioid abuse and save lives, please visit https://energycommerce.house.gov/opioids/

Walden Discusses Opioid Abuse in Jefferson County
Congressman Greg Walden meets with health and law enforcement officials in Madras, Tuesday, to discuss
the local opioid epidemic and how it impacts Jefferson County. Walden Chairs the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, which he says has made the opioid crisis a top priority. He’s hopeful recent efforts by
the Committee will address issues that are contributing to the crisis, like pill dumping and patient brokering,
“To reform the public process, we’re trying to get to best practices for prescribing, more continuing education
the right way, alternative pain treatment and then hold accountable those that are the bad actors.”
Click here to read more from KBND Radio in Bend.
That’s all for this update. I look forward to taking the input I received from these meetings back to Washington,
D.C. as I work to find solutions for Oregon and America.
Remember, you can always keep in touch with me and stay up to date on my work
via email, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
It is an honor to represent you in the U.S. Congress.
Best regards,
Greg Walden
U.S. Representative
Oregon's Second District
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so.
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