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Facebook CEO Answers Questions About Protecting Your Personal Information Online
Following the alarming reports regarding breaches of trust between Facebook -- one of the biggest and
most powerful companies in the world -- and its users, I called Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg to testify
before my Committee to answer important questions about how your information is protected online. The
incident involving Cambridge Analytica and the compromised personal information of approximately 87
million users, mostly Americans, is deeply troubling.
The American people are rightly concerned about how Facebook protects their personal data, and
whether or not Facebook is adhering to the terms of privacy that users expect. During the hearing, I
asked Mr. Zuckerberg to address these legitimate concerns, and outline the steps Facebook is taking to
make sure this does not happen again.
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Overseeing a full Energy and Commerce Committee hearing with Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg
(seated at witness table). Click here to view my remarks during the hearing.

(seated at witness table). Click here to view my remarks during the hearing.
As Chairman of the Energy and Commerce Committee, I am committed to making sure your personal
information is secure online. Whether it is data breaches like the incident at Equifax, or breaches of trust
with personal information through social media platforms like Facebook, I will continue to put the interest
of consumers first as we examine ways to improve your privacy protections on the Internet.
To learn more about the hearing with Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg, please click here.

Walden presses Zuckerberg on protecting
personal data
Continuing his efforts to improve personal privacy in the digital age, Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore., led a
hearing Wednesday to examine Facebook’s policies for protecting the personal information of its users.
Walden, who serves as chairman of the Energy and Commerce Committee, pressed Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg for answers about the social media giant’s use of consumer data, according to a news
release from Walden's office.
Click here to read more from News Channel 21 in Bend.
Energy and Commerce Committee Pushes Forward in Fight Against Opioid Crisis

Click here or on the image above to view my remarks during the third and final legislative hearing at the
Energy and Commerce Committee to combat the opioid crisis
As I continue to push for concrete solutions to combat the opioid crisis in Oregon and across the country,
I held a third legislative hearing last week to address the crisis from all angles. During the hearing,
entitled “Combating the Opioid Crisis: Improving the Ability of Medicare and Medicaid to Provide Care for
Patients,” we examined over 30 proposals to address payment and insurance issues in the health care
space regarding opioid abuse.
This hearing represented the third of three legislative hearings to examine the opioid crisis and
legislative solutions. In February, the Energy and Commerce Committee reviewed eight bills to help
improve patient safety and bolster law enforcement tools. And in March, we held a rare two-day hearing
examining 25 prevention and public health solutions (you can read a recap of day one of the hearing

examining 25 prevention and public health solutions (you can read a recap of day one of the hearing
here, and a recap of day two here).

Opioid Epidemic
Click here to watch coverage of our hearing from Central Oregon Daily.
Advocates Share Their Stories About the Opioid Crisis at Energy and Commerce Roundtable

Listening to testimony from Paula Peterson (on screen), a mother from Grants Pass whose sons have
struggled with addiction. I invited Paula to participate in the roundtable discussion via video conference
from my district office in Medford.
At roundtables throughout Oregon, most recently in Pendleton and Madras, I’ve met with the people on
the frontlines of this fight and with those who have lost a friend or loved one to this epidemic. These
meetings are crucial to our efforts to put forth concrete solutions to stem the tide and save lives. With
more than 100 Americans estimated to die each day from opioid overdoses, we simply must do more.
This week at the Energy and Commerce Committee, we held a roundtable to allow advocates from
across the country to share their stories about how the opioid crisis has impacted their lives. We heard
from mothers who lost their children to heroin, fentanyl, opioid overdoses, and substance use disorder. I
invited Paula Peterson, a mother from Grants Pass whose sons have suffered from addiction to
participate in the roundtable via video conference to share her story. We also heard from survivors of the
opioid crisis who are now in recovery. These victims put names and faces to this crisis that has touched
every community in our country.
Each of the everyday Americans that we heard from are now intimately involved in the fight against the
opioid crisis. As Members of Congress, we must match the intensity these advocates bring to this issue
as we work to advance legislation to end this scourge.

That is precisely what we are doing at the Energy and Commerce Committee, and you can read more
about our work here.
To learn more about our roundtable, please click here.

Fighting the Opioid Crisis
Click here to watch more coverage of our roundtable from Newswatch 12 in Medford
Oregon to Receive $6.5 Million to Help Combat Opioid Crisis

Click here or on the image above to view my speech on the floor of the House of Representatives on our
efforts at the Energy and Commerce Committee to combat the opioid crisis
Important news in the fight against the opioid crisis in Oregon: as part of the 21st Century Cures Act, the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced the second round of grant funding to help
states and territories combat the opioid epidemic. Oregon will receive $6,564,425 in grants that will be
administered by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), and be
used toward the prevention of opioid abuse and treatment to those affected. Oregon received $6.5
million in the first round of grants that were announced in April 2017.
These are vital and welcome resources in the fight to combat the opioid crisis in Oregon and across the
country. As we continue to hear of loved ones lost, this is another tool in our arsenal. It is imperative that
these critical dollars are being best used in the communities hardest hit, and that the resources actually
make it to the people on the ground in Oregon. Part of our ongoing legislative efforts will make it easier
to track these important resources and ensure they are effectively deployed across the country.
To learn more, please click here.
White House Memorial Honors Victims of the Opioid Crisis

Visiting the “Prescribed to Death” Memorial on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. This memorial - established in honor of the victims of the opioid crisis -- is a reminder of why we must press on in our
fight to save lives.
To illustrate the stunning scope of the opioid crisis, the White House established a temporary memorial
on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. in honor of the victims of the crisis. The “Prescribed to Death”
Memorial educates visitors on the impact of the opioid crisis with the installation of a wall of 22,000
engraved white pills. Each of the 22,000 pills represents the face of an American lost to a prescription
opioid overdose in 2015.
The memorial is a somber reminder of the toll this crisis has taken on our friends, neighbors, and loved
ones. To learn more about the “Prescribed to Death” Memorial from the National Safety Council, please
click here.
Energy Secretary Promises to Not Privatize BPA without Congressional Approval

Click here or on the image above to learn more about the Energy and Commerce Committee hearing
with Energy Secretary Rick Perry.
During a recent hearing at the Energy and Commerce Committee with Secretary of Energy Rick Perry, I
shared the serious concerns many Oregonians have with the Administration’s proposal to sell off assets
of the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). The idea of selling off electric transmission assets of BPA
has been roundly rejected by virtually every member of the Pacific Northwest delegation because of the
impact it would have on the region.

This move would harm Oregonians, drive up electricity costs, and hurt consumers across the region.
That’s why during the hearing I asked Secretary Perry to make a commitment that the Department of
Energy (DOE) would not sell off BPA assets without explicit approval from Congress. I am pleased that
Secretary Perry assured me that the DOE would not privatize BPA without Congressional authorization,
which I will continue to oppose as Chairman of the Energy and Commerce Committee and your
representative in Congress.

Perry promises to not sell off BPA assets without
Congressional approval
Cheap electricity has helped bring industrial development to the Pacific Northwest, but utility companies
fear decisions regarding the Bonneville Power Administration will increase rates.
Some good news came Thursday, when Energy Secretary Rick Perry told Rep. Greg Walden that his
department will not move to sell off the Bonneville Power Administration’s assets without going through
Congress.
Click here to read more from the East Oregonian.
Oregon’s Second District Congressional App Challenge Winner Visits Washington, D.C.

Tyson Seable, of Grants Pass High School and Winner of the 2017 Congressional App Challenge,
demonstrates his app “Flare” at a Congressional App Challenge showcase in Washington, D.C.
I also had the pleasure of meeting the winner of the 2017 Congressional App Challenge, Tyson Seable,
who came to the nation’s capital to showcase his winning app. Tyson is an ambitious and talented
student at Grants Pass High School, who developed an innovative app that is now available on the
Google Playstore. Tyson’s app -- called “Flare” -- allows users to distribute quizzes to friends and
students, and provides live results for each quiz that are available for download and sharing.
The Congressional App Challenge is designed to engage student creativity and encourage their
participation in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) education fields. This nationwide
event allows high school students from across the country to compete against their peers by creating
and exhibiting their software application, or "app," for mobile, tablet, or computer devices on a platform of
their choice.
I encourage interested students from across Oregon’s Second District to participate in this year’s
Congressional App Challenge. For more information on the Congressional App Challenge and how to
participate, please visit https://walden.house.gov/appchallenge.

Local Business Helps Restore Columbia Gorge After Eagle Creek Fire

Paul Jones, with Wyeast Logging Services in Hood River, discusses his business’ work to help restore
the Columbia Gorge after the Eagle Creek Fire.
Recently in Hood River, I met with a local business owner who is helping the Columbia Gorge heal after
the devastating Eagle Creek Fire. Paul Jones, with Wyeast Logging Services, met with me to discuss his
work to help clean up after the wildfire that scorched nearly 50,000 acres of land just miles from my
home in Hood River.
Wyeast Logging Services partnered with the Forest Service to harvest the burned, dead trees from the
Eagle Creek fire and restore the Columbia Gorge. We need to reform federal forest policy to give our
professional foresters more tools to restore our forests and clean up after wildfires like Eagle Creek, and
I will continue to work in Congress to do just that.
Thanks again to Paul Jones for taking the time to meet with me, and to the entire team at Wyeast
Logging Services for your work help in the aftermath of a devastating fire in the Columbia Gorge.
That’s all for this update. Remember, you can always keep in touch with me via email, Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.
It is an honor to represent you in the U.S. Congress.
Best regards,
Greg Walden
U.S. Representative
Oregon's Second District
Please feel free to sign up for my E-Newsletter, like me on Facebook, and follow me on Twitter and Instagram if you have not already
done so.
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